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Abstract 
First, I will briefly review the current knowledge on the increase of greenhouse gases, the alteration 
of the carbon cycle and the consequences for the past and future climate. Then I will describe the 
main effects of Globale Climate Change (GCC) devoting special attention to the impacts on the 
distribution of animal and plant species and the functioning of ecosystems. Finally, I will discuss 
the different options for the mitigation of GCC, the relevant costs and benefits and the 
technological, social and economic feasibility of the environmental policies to be adopted. 
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